
DETROIT ASSEMBLY COMPLEX

MURAL COMMUNITY INPUT

June 15, 2022



2

INTRODUCING DR. MASSEY

Dr. Massey studied at the University of London’s Slade Institute of 
Fine Arts and later learned the centuries-old fresco technique from 
former assistants of legendary artist Diego Rivera. Today he is the 
only known, African American commissioned fresco artist in America. 
He is also an award-winning Kresge Fine Arts Fellow and he earned 
an honorary doctorate of fine arts in 2012 from his alma mater, Grand 
Valley State University. 

In 2014 the Detroit Regional Convention Facility Authority 
commissioned him to create the first large-scale mural completed for 
Cobo Center since 1987. A fresco painting, the mural will feature 
images and tell stories of Detroit community pride.

Learn more about Dr. Massey @ https://hubertmasseymurals.net/

“Public art begins with the 
community it will serve.”

Dr. Hubert Massey
“In fact, after nearly 20 years of creating large-

scale public works of art for various cities, 
communities and neighborhoods throughout 

the Midwest, it is my belief that public art 
should be, first and foremost, meaningful to 

those who surround it.”

Dr. Hubert Massey

https://hubertmasseymurals.net/


Public Art
As a painter and sculptor, I find that art 
is a language of its own, one that can be 

translated by people of many ethnic 
backgrounds. For over 20 years, I have 

created large-scale public works of art in 
cities across the United States. 

My work is about depicting and 
demonstrating the values, lives, 

contributions and history of people and 
their communities. 

Art builds friendships and fosters mutual 
appreciation between nations 

throughout the world. Art is also a 
means of generating business, 

stimulating economic development and 
expanding education and tourism.

Bagley Street Pedestrian Bridge, Detroit MI



Hubert Massey Murals, LLC.
History of Michigan Counties  Detroit MI



Exporting and Importing of Knowledge Allendale MI



Palmer Park Community Mural, 2019    Detroit MI





Earth, Wind, 
Fire, and Water
2006
Flint Institute of Arts



Detroit:  The Crossroads of Innovation  2018   TCF Center Detroit MI





Social Issues







Engaging the 
Community in 

Public Art 
Projects



Hubert Massey Murals, LLC. Genealogy        Charles H. Wright Museum of African, Detroit MI





Hubert Massey Murals, LLC. Spiral of Life   Bagley Street Pedestrian Bridge, Detroit MI



Hubert Massey Murals, LLC. Flint: Vehicle City   Flint MI



Art is a way 
to bring back stories 
that have been lost.



	







WHAT DEFINES 
THIS COMMUNITY

Highlighting the breadth of the community – Stellantis
Detroit Assembly Complex



HUBERT MASSEY

MURALIST
Announcing the commissioning of          
Dr. Hubert Massey, award-winning         

Detroit Muralist, for the creation of a 
monumental mural that will reflect the 
culture and history of this community. 



WHAT 
DEFINES 
THIS AREA

The Stellantis Mural Project, is a 
collaboration between Stellantis, the city 
of Detroit and the Neighborhood 
Advisory Committee. This partnership 
provides more than $35 Million in 
support of neighborhood improvements, 
housing, workforce development, 
education and training programs and 
environmental initiatives. Our goal today 
is to gather ideas and inspiration for a 
monumental mural planned for the 
sound barrier wall outside of the Detroit 
Assembly Complex.  



The Mural Site
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DR. HUBERT 
MASSEY
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WHAT 
DEFINES 
THIS 
COMMUNITY

Is it our diverse community?

Is it our natural resources?

Is it our mighty industrial heritage? 

Over the last 150 years, what has 
attracted and sustained the 
diversity of people who have made 
our community what it is today?



LET’S
TALK.

Describe in three words 
the strengths of the 
neighborhood.

What do you love about 
the neighborhood?



When you think about this area 
what is the first thing that comes to 
mind? What are the images or icons 
that immediately come to mind? 

What do you think are 
the most positive traits of 
this community?



How would you describe the area to a 
friend who has never been here? 

How would you describe the culture of 
our community? 



What are the 
most important 

events in the 
area’s history, in 

your opinion?

What do you 
think were the 

biggest 
industries in the 

area’s past?



What do you think are the 
most important industries 
today? 

What has been your 
experience, or that of 
your family members, 
working in some of those 
industries, past or 
present?



What makes this neighborhood 
uniquely different from other 
communities across the 
country?

What do you think visitors will 
remember best after leaving 
the community after their first 
visit here?



QUESTIONS?

COMMENTS?
THANK YOU FOR 

HELPING US TODAY!


